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For Immediate release: Wednesday 18th May 2005

Australian Fulbright Scholars honoured at National Awards Dinner 

Nineteen talented and ambitious Australians will be recognised at the Fulbright National Awards Dinner on Thursday 19th May at 6.30 pm by Dr William Stanton, Charge d’affaires a.i., U.S. Embassy; The Honourable Pat Farmer, Parliamentary Secretary for the Minster of Education Science and Training and The Honourable Greg Hunt, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage at The Scientia, University of NSW. 

The 2005 Australian Fulbright Scholars will head to the United States over the next twelve months to study and research in a diverse range of fields including; Indigenous education, the Australian Free-Trade Agreement, a flesh-eating bacterium, experimental architecture, U.S. nuclear relations and radiation protection for astronauts. 

The Fulbright National Awards Dinner is an annual event to honour the Fulbright Scholars amongst government, business and academic dignitaries along with family and friends. The dinner is part of a three-day Fulbright Orientation Program.

The prestigious Fulbright program is the largest educational scholarship of its kind and was created by U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright and the U.S. Government in 1946. Aimed at promoting mutual understanding through educational exchange, it currently operates between the U.S. and 150 other countries. 

The nineteen Fulbright Scholars have outstanding academic achievements and have participated with passion within their area of interest and in the broader community through medical developments, human rights pursuits, musical entertainment and cutting-edge technology, computer and engineering developments. 

Media Profiles are available for each Fulbright Scholar. Please see the following table for a brief description of the research and areas of study.  

	Fulbright Scholar
	State
	Field of Study
	Host Institution

	Joshua Cantone
	SA
	Engineering
	University of Illinois

	James Cowling
	NSW
	Technology and Communications
	Massachusetts Institute of Technology

	Leah Curtis
	NSW
	Musical Composition
	University of Southern California

	Sarah Knuckey
	WA
	Human Rights Law
	Harvard Law School

	Mitchell Lawrence
	QLD
	Biotechnology
	Harvard School of Medicine

	Eliza Matthews
	QLD
	History
	George Washington University

	David McCann
	VIC
	Public Policy Law
	Columbia University

	Roland Snooks
	VIC
	Architecture
	Columbia University

	Martin Soh
	WA
	Electrical and Computer Engineering
	University of Minnesota

	Aleksandr Tsiboulski
	SA
	Music
	Manhattan School of Music

	Andrew Wroe
	NSW
	Physics


	Loma Linda University 

	David Ziegler
	NSW
	Medicine and Surgery
	Harvard School of Medical

	Prof Alessandro Frino
	NSW
	Finance and Business
	Georgetown University

	Prof Mark Walker
	NSW
	Biological Science
	University of Tennessee and University of California

	Lincoln Turner
	VIC
	Physics
	National Institute of Standards and Technology

	Olivia Coldrey
	NSW
	International and Financial Law
	New York University

	Dr Ruth Pec Shian Lim
	VIC
	Medicine and Surgery
	New York University

	Dr Brendon O’Connor
	QLD
	Politics and Public Policy
	Georgetown University

	Metta Young
	NT
	Education, Literacy and Language 
	University of Arizona


Instructions for Media:

· Interviews with scholars are available on request prior to the Fulbright National Awards Dinner. Please contact Heather Rietdyk on 0424 257 637 to arrange interviews. 

· A group photo of the 2005 Australian Fulbright Scholars with the Australian and U.S. Government representatives will be available on Monday 23rd May along with individual photos of each scholar with Dr Bill Stanton and The Honourable Pat Farmer.

· Individual photos are available immediately for all nineteen Fulbright Scholars.
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