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Fulbright scholars honoured in Brisbane
Professor Peter Coaldrake, Vice-Chancellor, Queensland University of Technology and Chair of the Australian-American Fulbright Commission along with the Fulbright Commission Board will acknowledge five Queensland based, Australian and American Fulbright scholars at Circa restaurant on Thursday 24th August. 

“The American Fulbright scholars chose Queensland as their host state to take advantage of Queensland’s world renowned specialists, laboratories, environments and unique communities,” said Peter Coaldrake, Vice-Chancellor, Queensland University of Technology. “Through developing collaborations and partnerships in Queensland universities, the scholars aim to explore new horizons and create tangible outcomes in their professional fields.” 

Newly arrived U.S. Fulbright scholars Professor Tom McPoil and Jessica Jarett are among the five to be honoured at the dinner. Professor Thomas McPoil, a physical therapy researcher from Northern Arizona University, is conducting research into kinesiology – the study of the principles of mechanics and anatomy in relation to human movement. He is joined by Jessica Jarett who is researching coral bleaching.
“Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is the best-managed coral reef system in the world,” said Jessica Jarett, 2005 US Fulbright scholar. “Having access to this unique environment provides an exceptional opportunity to conduct extensive field observations and sample collection that will help preserve these fragile ecosystems.” 

Queensland Fulbright scholars attending the dinner include; Eliza Matthews, Dr Brendon O’Connor and recently returned, Kirsty Guster. Eliza is studying at the George Washington University’s to complete her PhD on U.S. Nuclear Relations with India, Pakistan and Israel between 1968 and 1995. While, Dr O’Connor will research American national interests and perceptions of Australia at the Australian and New Zealand Studies Centres at Georgetown University and the University of Texas, Austin.

The prestigious Fulbright program is the largest educational scholarship of its kind and was created by U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright and the U.S. Government in 1946. Aimed at promoting mutual understanding through educational exchange it currently operates between the U.S. and 150 other nations. In Australia, the scholarships are administered by the Australian-American Fulbright Commission headquartered in Canberra and are funded by the Australian and U.S. Governments and a select group of corporate partners. 
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