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For Immediate Release: 19 May 2006
The nations brightest honoured with Fulbright Scholarships
The Fulbright National Awards Dinner was held on the 18th May to honour twenty-one Australian Fulbright Scholars who have received Fulbright Scholarships worth up to $40,000 to study and research in the U.S. for up to twelve months. 
The Fulbright Scholars were presented to Dr William Stanton, Chargé d'Affaires a.i., U.S. Embassy and The Hon. Anna Bligh MP, Deputy Premier Queensland, Treasurer and Minister for State Development, Trade and Innovation and Professor Paul Kerin, President of the Australian Fulbright Alumni Association at a gala evening held at Queensland University of Technology (QUT), Kelvin Grove Creative Industries Precinct.
This year the Fulbright dinner was held in Queensland for the first time. Fittingly, The Hon. Anna Bligh MP, welcomed the guests and commented on the outstanding group of Australians heading to the U.S. in 2006 in her opening address. 

“The high academic achievements and leadership qualities in this group will ensure Australia’s participation in education on a global scale. I admire their enthusiasm, leadership qualities and dedication to research in their diverse fields of study.”

The twenty-one Fulbright Scholars will study a diverse range of fields while in the U.S. over the coming year including: indigenous languages, quantum physics, dance literacy, anti-HIV pharmaceuticals, bushfire research systems, international development, indigenous law, data asset management, sustainable cities, remote mental health services, nursing retention strategies and counter terrorism policy and programs.
The evening was attended by government representatives, corporate partners, University Vice-Chancellors and business representatives. The 180 guests were entertained with performers from QUT including: Avril Huddy and the ‘Big Dress’ and acclaimed singer Kate Miller-Heidke.
The prestigious Fulbright program is the largest educational scholarship of its kind and was created by U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright and the U.S. Government in 1946. Aimed at promoting mutual understanding through educational exchange, it currently operates between the U.S. and 150 other nations. In Australia, the scholarships are administered by the Australian-American Fulbright Commission headquartered in Canberra and is funded by the Australian and U.S. Governments and a select group of corporate partners.  

Applications for 2007 Fulbright Awards open June 1st 2006 and close 31st August 2006. 

Visit www.fulbright.com.au for further information.
The full list of 2006 Australian Fulbright Scholars is attached and all Scholars are available for interviews.

Media Profiles on each of the Fulbright Scholars is available on our website at www.fulbright.com.au/scholars/AustralianScholars 

Photos available include:

· 2006 Australian Fulbright Scholars with Dr William Stanton, Chargé d'Affaires a.i., U.S. Embassy and The Hon. Anna Bligh MP, Deputy Premier Queensland
· Individual photos of each Fulbright Scholar
· Fulbright Scholars and their Vice-Chancellors from the following Universities:
· Swinburne University
· Queensland University of Technology
· University of Queensland
· University of New South Wales
· Southern Cross University
· University of New England
· Griffith University
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