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For Immediate Release: 19 May 2006
Howard supports research and education

Howard supports Australia’s Fulbright’s 
On the 15th May in Washington DC, The Hon. John Howard MP, Prime Minister of Australia announced additional funding of $A200,000 per year  to the Australian-American Fulbright Commission to support Australia’s brightest to study and research in the U.S. 

“The ties created by the Australian-United States Fulbright Program are indicative of the great friendship between out two nations,” Prime Minister Howard stated in acknowledgement of the bilateral relations established and maintained through the Fulbright Program.
The prestigious Fulbright program is the largest educational scholarship of its kind and was created by U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright and the U.S. Government in 1946. Aimed at promoting mutual understanding through educational exchange, it currently operates between the U.S. and over 150 other nations. In Australia, the scholarships are administered by the Australian-American Fulbright Commission headquartered in Canberra and is funded by the Australian and U.S. Governments and a select group of corporate partners. 
In 2006, the Australian-American Fulbright Commission awarded twenty-one scholarships to Australians to study and research in the United States. The Awards are defined through various categories including postgraduate, postdoctoral, senior specialists and professionals. In addition, there are awards specifically for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and Tasmanian-based residents. Specific fields of study are also targeted through sponsorship and include engineering technology and communications, visual and performing arts, business/industry, Australia-U.S. alliance studies and vocational education and training. 

“Fulbright Scholars are internationally recognised as leaders in their fields, reflecting academic merit and excellence for which the program is renowned,” Prime Minister Howard added.

“We greatly appreciate the continuing support from the Australian Government to enhance and maintain the opportunities for the future leaders of Australia,” Professor Peter Coaldrake, Chair of the Australian-American Fulbright Commission and Vice-Chancellor, Queensland University of Technology. 
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